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Welcome! 

Welcome to Exploring New Hope! As the name suggests, this is a class designed for those who want to 
know how to grow and thrive at New Hope Presbyterian Church.  

We’ve designed this class to be informative as well as fun. We’ll have good conversations, and lots of 
interaction. Questions play a big role at Exploring New Hope. This book has been designed around 
the kind of questions people have raised over the years. Exploring New Hope is better because of 
those questions. The questions that get asked in this class will help us make future classes better.  

At the end of this class, people will have a chance to decide if New Hope is where they want to connect 
with God through membership. While we recommend joining the church as an important part of 
connecting with God, we don’t push that on anyone. Friends aren’t made through pressure. Whether 
you decide to become a member at New Hope or not, we hope that you will come away from this class 
with a deeper understanding of God in your life and the tools to engage in a deeper, richer 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  

New Hope Presbyterian Church puts people first. We hope Exploring New Hope will be a new 
beginning with God for you!  

 

Rev. Russ Kane 

Pastor

Rev. Jordan Warntjes 

Associate Pastor



Part 1: Find a Home 

 

Home is where the heart is. That is what they say. I think that is true. A lot of people in Douglas County 
who feel misplaced. Most people have moved here from somewhere else. Their address is here, but 
their heart may still be somewhere else. In some ways, New Hope is a church full of pilgrims– people 
launching out to establish a new life. That is why part of our mission is to help people ‘Find a Home.’  

Home is where you are known. Home is where you are valued. Home is where you don’t have to do 
anything special to be accepted. Home is where people want the best for you. They celebrate the 
victories and mourn the defeats together.  

We want to be a home for people who come to New Hope. We want New Hope to be a place of 
Homecoming with God, too. A lot of people who come through our doors feel like strangers with God. 
Maybe it’s been awhile since they’ve thought about God. Maybe they got hurt. Maybe they just got 
busy. There are a lot of reasons people drift away from God, but their hearts remember. We want to be 
a place that brings the hearts of people to the heart of God.  

In his song, “Rocky Mountain High”, John Denver talked about a man who found his true self in the 
Rocky Mountains.  

He came home to a place he’d never been before.  

A lot of people have had that same experience at New Hope. We hope you will be one of them.  

Welcome Home! 



Landmarks of Your Life  

Locate the following Landmarks and then share any five.  

- Where you were born 

- Home when you were 10 

- Places of great joy 

- Places of great sorrow 

- Place were God became more than a word 

 

 



Video and Discussion: 

Rhythm  

by Rob Bell 
1. How does Rob’s message compare 

to the ways you have thought about 
God in the past? How is it 
different? 

2. What helps you stay in “rhythm” 
with God? What takes you out of 
that “rhythm”? 

3. What are you hoping New Hope 
can do to help you engage in God’s 
music? 



Part 2: Build a Life 

The Timberline Lodge has been on Mt. Hood in Oregon for more than 60 years.

While it is a place where tourists are welcome, Timberline was originally designed as a base camp 
where people could be outfitted for skiing and a training camp where people could learn from 
experienced climbers, develop their own skills, get in shape and work as a team with others who are 
trying to climb the mountain. Likewise, the church was originally to be a place to equip, train, and 
support people as they climb the particular mountains in their life. 

A funny thing happened to Timberline Lodge when it was renovated for its 50th anniversary. People 
noticed that the skiers and the climbers were messing up the nice new interior. They were eventually 
banished from the Lodge so it would stay nice for the tourists! Has the same thing happened to the 
Church? Is it a place that equips people for the ‘mountains’ in their life, or just a nice place for tourists 
to visit once in awhile? 

You have mountains to climb. Part of the mission of New Hope is to help you “build a life” so you can 
climb them. 



People have stories...and so do churches.  

New Hope has a story. Sometimes we got it right. Sometimes we didn’t. We have a list of values that 
you will read. We have found that the more we stay true to these, the more we get things right.  

New Hope is part of a denomination called the Presbyterian Church (USA). It has its own story. 
Denominations are like big families and every family has their own way of doing things. You’ll find 
out a little of our history. 

Our Slogan: 

“Putting People First” 

Our Mission:  

To be a church that helps people  

‘Find a Home, Build a Life and Make a Difference.’  

At New Hope, we believe church should: 

Celebrate you, because you are made in God’s image;  

Encourage questions and diversity of thought; 

Help you discover God’s purpose 

for your life and how to live it well. 

Quick Timeline 

1989: New Hope was established 

1990: Original building completed 

2000: Christian Education Wing and Kitchen completed 

2008: New Sanctuary, Children’s Wing, New Fellowship Hall, and Courtyard completed 

2010: New Hope Preschool opens 

2015: New Hope decides to be open and inclusive of LGBTQ people 

2019: New Hope turned 30! 



Our History 

From the beginning, New Hope was established as a 
“frontier out- post” for a community that is still arriving. 
Our roots go back to the congregations of Louviers and 
Sedalia. These started as mission fellowships in the early 
1900’s and grew into churches, chartered in the 20’s. Their 
original facilities were washed away in the Platte River 
Thompson flood of 1965. Undaunted by adversity, a new 
facility was built and dedicated in 1966.  

 
With the continued growth in the area through the 70’s 

and 80’s, neither congregation was able to expand on its own or effectively reach out to the new 
growth area of Castle Rock. After much discussion, dreaming and prayer, the two congregations 
decided to join forces and start a new church in Castle Rock. It was a momentous decision. Both 
congregations sacrificed the comfort, 
convenience and certainty of their local 
congregations and risked it all to minister in 
a new location.  

 The new congregation was appropriately 
named, “New Hope” and was chartered in 
January, 1989. The new congregation met in 
the Castle Rock Recreation Center until the 
new facilities were completed and dedicated 
on Easter, 1990.  

Much has changed since early days of the churches in Sedalia and Louviers, yet the lingering 
characteristics of risking and reaching out with the gospel of Jesus Christ pervade this place. The 
membership, facilities, program and staff of New Hope continue to grow as the mission continues to 
grow.  

You are now a part of our ongoing story, welcome to the adventure! 



Our Values: 

At New Hope we value and welcome a diverse community of faith. We are an Open and Affirming 
church that believes each person is created in the image of God. We believe in the worthiness of 
everyone, including people of all ages, gender, races, cultures, sexual orientations, family 
configurations, economic circumstance, and religious traditions. All are welcome to participate fully 
in the life, leadership, and ministry of New Hope Presbyterian Church. 
We Will... Invite People to a Big Table  

The Table is a symbol both of God’s Grace and God’s Mission. The means of grace 
God has given to us is not our property to be protected, but God’s gift to be used 
for engagement. The invitation to come is the invitation to a life that is 
abundant. 

We Will... Put People First  

People matter. Christ did not live, die and rise again for the sake of doctrine, 
traditions or dogma, but for people. Our programs and policies are valid as they 
informed and guided by the Golden Rule. When we have to make a decision 
where doctrine, policy or tradition seem to conflict with loving people, we will 
err on the side of people.  

We Will... Discover Our Joy in Serving  

Nothing gets us closer to the heart of Christ than serving others. We challenge 
ourselves to give and make sacrifices not out of guilt or obligation, but out of 
gratitude for what God has done and in anticipation of what God is yet to do.  

We Will... Seek the Sacred in the Ordinary  

There is no place or person for whom Christ did not live, sweat, bleed, die and 
rise again. Therefore there is no place or person that is not sacred. We will treat 
every aspect of life as a place where God is present. 

We Will... Foster a Holy Discontent  

We are not discouraged by problems but energized by the potential they may 
hold. Rather than treat conflict and discontent as enemies of peace, we will listen 
to them for clues about what God wants to do next in our midst.  



Sacraments 

 A Sacrament is an outward sign of a spiritual reality. They are powerful ways to connect with   
God’s grace and purpose for our lives.  

In the Presbyterian Church, we have two sacraments: Baptism and Communion  

  Baptism 

  Done one time 

  Doesn’t change our status with God 

  Children may be baptized—or wait until older. 

  

 Communion 

 Monthly (First Sunday) 

 We practice an open table 

 Elements signify real presence of Christ with us 

 Children allowed with parent’s guidance 



What is Presbyterian? 

The Presbyterian Church gets its name from the Greek word, “Presbyter” which means, “Elder.” Its 
roots stretch back into Scotland and Switzerland through reformers like John Knox and John Calvin. 
The Scottish heritage is still evident in many Presbyterian Churches as evidenced by Celtic Crosses 
and a particular fondness for bagpipes! 

The theology of the Presbyterian Church was defined 
for centuries by “The Westminster Confession of 
Faith” and condensed in the Shorter & Longer 
Catechisms (from the early 17th century). Their 
content has been modified and broadened, 
particularly in the 20th century, to now be a part of a 
larger collection known as, 

“The Book of Confessions.” 

The governance (or “polity”) of the Presbyterian 
Church is contained in our, “Book of Order.” It is 
our “constitution” and it specifies the freedom, 
responsibilities and accountability each member and 
church has to God and one another. Part of being 
“Presbyterian” also means that our government is 
“representative”. Church authority is not in 
individuals as much as representative bodies 
composed of a balance of elected lay people (Elders) 
and Ministers. 

The best analogy for the Presbyterian form of government is probably the United States form of 
government since both were formed about the same time and both borrowed heavily from the Church 
of Scotland. 

Changing and modifying our government, style and understanding of God are also part of the 
Presbyterian Church. The urge to “reform” is at the core of our origins. The motto of the Presbyterian 
Church continues to be, “Reformed, and Always Reforming.” That doesn’t mean we change for the 
sake of changing, but rather that we seek to be open to the best ways to be faithful to the call of God in 
each time and place. 



Some Basic Presbyterian Terms to Know:  

PCUSA: The abbreviation for the name of our denomination: Presbyterian Church USA 

Session: This is the ruling board of a Presbyterian Church. It consists of “Ruling Elders” (elected to 3-
year terms) and the ministers (Teaching Elders). New Hope’s Session consists of 12 Ruling Elders) plus 
the Teaching Elder (Russ- who moderates and has a vote), and the Stated Clerk, who records the 
minutes and is the official link between the congregation and denomination. 

Deacons: The Deacon Board is charged with the ministries of care and compassion within the 
congregation and community. They call on people in the hospital, host funeral receptions, and give 
financial aid to people who have immediate critical needs (gas for travel, food, utility payments, etc.) 
We have 15 Deacons (each serves a 3-year term).  

Presbytery: Presbyteries consist of all the Presbyterian Churches in a given geographical area. We are 
part of the Denver Presbytery, which consists 51 churches in the metro-Denver area. Presbyteries 
oversee the ministers within their bounds, initiate and manage mission efforts and connect us to the 
rest of the denomination. 

Synod: Presbyteries are grouped in regional areas for coordination and cooperation that is best served 
in areas larger than Presbyteries. We belong to the Synod of the Rocky Mountains.  

General Assembly (GA): It takes place every two years. 594 delegates (297 Ruling Elders and 297 
Teaching Elders) from 171 Presbyteries are sent to deliberate, discern, pray and act on matters that 
affect the work of the PCUSA. 



 

Part 3: Make a Difference 

I didn’t come to be served, but to serve.– Jesus  

We were made to serve. People who volunteer their time and efforts for the sake of others live longer, 
have more joy, less stress and feel more fulfilled. It is how God made us. In fact, it was God’s plan for 
you to do things that make a difference in this world. Here is how Paul puts it:  

God saved you by his special favor when you 
believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is 
a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for 
the good things we have done, so none of us 
can boast about it. For we are God’s 
masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ 
Jesus, so that we can do the good things he 
planned for us long ago.  

Ephesians 2:8-10 (NLT) 

New Hope’s Mission is to help people 
make a difference. You have a work to 
do, a gift to give and a place to serve. 
When those things come together with a 
heart for service, then people’s lives 
change and so does the world. At New 
Hope you will find many different ways 
to make a difference. 

 Life Groups - these are small (7-12) 
groups of people who meet regularly and 
are committed to one another’s growth 
through study, prayer, caring, and 
service. 

Classes/Bible Studies: Classes are great ways to catch your Christian Education up with the 
challenges and complexities of the rest of your adult world. 

Voices of Hope Podcast: Here you can listen to sermons, interviews, and series exploring the 
intersection of faith and life. 



The New Hope Way 
The scriptures are clear: God intends our life to be abundant and fruitful. We were designed for deep 
connection with God and one another. Yet too often, our lives are fragmented and scattered. There is a 
gap between the life we talk about and the life we 
actually live. The New Hope Way is a way to bridge that 
gap.  

The New Hope Way offers a way to connect with God 
that is deep and present in every aspect of your life. It 
applies time-tested practices to our modern world to 
people live fruitful and fulfilled lives. We will grow as 
we pay attention to:  

Five Core Strengths & Five Essential 
Habits  

 

My Father is glorified in this: that you bear much fruit.” Jesus  

5 Core Strengths 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

5 Core Habits 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 



Make a Difference by Serving 
Finding a place to Serve is a key part of New Hope. You may already be a part of one of our missions or 
ministries, or you may be wondering about a good fit for you. The best places to serve match your 
unique talents, gifts, passions and experience, with the places of greatest need. If you’re not sure 
where that is, we can help! See our list of missions and their key contacts if you would like to engage 
or learn more! 

Dave Arnett  -  Mission Committee Chair dave.j.arnett@gmail.com 303-886-7004 
•Chartered Missions:  Zimbabwe Mission Partnership; Habitat for Humanity 
•Supported Missions:  Emergency Shelter; Castle Rock Senior Center 
•Community Partner Missions: Help & Hope Center; Wellspring Community; Sky Cliff Center; Crisis 
Center; Starfish Children’s Grief Support Group; Navigating Grief  

Zimbabwe Mission Partnership (ZMP) 
Key Contact: Deanna Heyn, deannaheyn@gmail.com   
Web site: http://zimpartnership.org/  
Objective:  Provide a venue for participating churches 
and the wider community to work together to enhance 
the habitation, nutrition, public health, education and 
spiritual development of the orphans of Zimbabwe, 
primarily in Ward 1 of the Murewa North District at 
Heather Chimhoga Orphan Care. 

Habitat for Humanity 
Key Contacts: Dave Arnett dave.j.arnett@gmail.com or John 
Lundgren nrlundgren@gmail.com  
Website: https://denver.volunteerhub.com/lp/loavesandfishes-
denver/events/index 
Objective:  To help families achieve strength, stability and 
independence through building and purchasing their own 
home.  New Hope has focused on Habitat as a mission for 

nearly 16 years.  Habitat helps build a future for families, with a focus on enabling qualified families 
with an affordable mortgage rate, no down payment, and set monthly mortgage payment. Each 
applicant completes 200 hours of work during the build.   
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Emergency Shelter 
Key Contact: Bonnie Dews, dews5223@comcast.net 
Objective: New Hope, working with a combination of CR Fire, CR Police, DC Sheriff and Red Cross, 
provides a key resource as a certified Emergency Shelter in Castle Rock.   

Castle Rock Senior Center 
Key Contact: Bonnie Dews, dews5223@comcast.net 
Objective: The mission of the Douglas County/Castle Rock Senior Center is to provide educational, 
social, healthful, and recreational programs to seniors in the community; as well as assist in 
transportation needs. We also support seniors pursuing hiking opportunities, VOA lunch servers and 
transportation assistance.   

Help & Hope Center (Task Force) 
Key Contacts: Cindy Hazlehurst  cindy-acs@q.com  or 
Nancy Carroll ncarrols@msn.com 
Web Site: https://www.helpandhopecenter.org/volunteer/
#chapter4 
Objective: To meet the immediate needs of residents 
of Douglas and Elbert counties who are in financial 
distress and/or at risk of becoming homeless. 
 Working directly with clients to help them make 
their way through troublesome times by providing essential services with dignity, kindness and 
respect.  NHP support includes a biannual food drive + ongoing collection of canned foods, toiletries, 
clothing, and household goods. 

Navigating Grief (for adults) 
Key Contact: Jen Robidoux, griefgroup@newhopepres.org 
Objective: Meet every other week for total of 7 sessions. Support group for people who have 
experienced a death loss. New Hope hosts and leads this community support. 

Starfish Children’s Grief Support Group 
Key Contact: Leslie Clemensen, lvclemensen@mac.com 
Objective: Special 6-session seminar and support group for children and their families who are 
grieving the death of a loved one.  New Hope support includes funding for the instructor in addition 
to hosting the sessions twice per year. 

Wellspring Community 
Key Contact: Scott Risby, srisby@comcast.net  Website: https://www.wearewellspring.org/ 
Objective: To provide a work, enrichment and educational community where adults with special 
needs are empowered to live full, productive and satisfying lives in a God-centered and nurturing 
environment. New Hope support includes volunteers, classroom space, kitchen space. 
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mailto:dews5223@comcast.net
mailto:cindy-acs@q.com
mailto:ncarrols@msn.com
https://www.helpandhopecenter.org/volunteer/%22%20%5Cl%20%22chapter4
https://www.helpandhopecenter.org/volunteer/%22%20%5Cl%20%22chapter4
mailto:griefgroup@newhopepres.org
mailto:lvclemensen@mac.com
mailto:srisby@comcast.net
https://www.wearewellspring.org/


Sky Cliff Center 
Key Contact: Lyle Risner, lrisner@q.com  Web Site: https://skycliff.org/ 
Objective: To add value to the lives of adults with special needs in Douglas and surrounding counties 
by helping clients maintain independence and continue to function in the community for as long as 
possible.  New Hope support includes Hands of Hope service days where we help maintain the 
facility, and supporting Christmas and fundraising dinners through use of the Fellowship Hall. 

Crisis Center 
Key Contact: Lori Nebelsick-Gullet nebelsickgullett@gmail.com Website: http://thecrisiscenter.org/ 
Objective: Exists to end domestic violence through advocacy, education, and prevention; while 
helping communities live free of violence.  This is done through advocacy, empowerment, prevention/
intervention, and service/education.  New Hope support has included fundraising support for the 
Crisis Center gala, as well as collection of toiletries, household products and grocery gift cards. 
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Money Matters 

Every family has their own way of handling and discussing money. The same is true for 
every church family. When churches don’t handle and discuss money well, trust 
disappears and everyone loses.  

Here is how we do it at New Hope: 
We have three ‘buckets’: 
1. Operating Budget 
2. Missions & Special Offerings 
3. Capital Campaign (Invest in Hope)  

• We have a special time every year (fall) when 
we ask people to consider making a pledge to 
the Operating Budget.  

• Our Special Offerings for Missions are 
received at various times. One of our ongoing special offerings is for the work of our 
Deacons. That offering is taken the first Sunday of every month.  

• Our Invest in Hope campaign is about to launch and it is an above-and-beyond, 
three-year commitment for the purposes of reducing our debt...and more!  
We believe the kind of giving that is most helpful is:  
 Intentional - Proportional - Sacrificial - Joyful  

 



What Does it Mean to Be a Member?  

Our Book of Order lists that to be responsibly involved in the life and ministry of a church includes:  

Proclaiming the Good News in word and deed.  
Taking part in the common life and worship of a congregation.  
Lifting one another up in prayer, mutual concern and active support.  
Studying Scriptures and the issues of the Christian faith and life.  

Supporting the ministry of the church through the giving of money, time and talents.  
Demonstrating a new quality of life within and through the church.  
Responding to God’s activity in the world through service to others.  
Living responsibly in the personal, family, vocational, political, cultural and social  
relationships of life.  
Working in the world for peace, justice, freedom and human fulfillment.  

Participating in the governing responsibilities of the 
church, and renewing and evaluating  
regularly the integrity of one’s membership, and 
considering ways in which one’s participation  
in the worship and service of the church may be 
increased and made more meaningful.  
(G-1.0304)  

Questions of Membership 

1. Do you accept and receive Jesus Christ as your Lord 
and Savior? 
2. Do you trust in God’s grace and love as the new hope for this world and your life?  

3. Will you be his faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love?  

4. Will you be a faithful member of this congregation, share in its worship and witness, and through 
your prayers and gifts, your study and service, so fulfill your calling to be a disciple of Jesus Christ?  

What happens next? 

- Fill out membership form or transfer of membership 

- Meet our elders 

- Be received as a new member at a worship service


