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Dear New Hope Family & Friends, 

To everything, there is a season…  

The above is a favorite verse I often use around significant life transitions. Part of 
wisdom, I say, is to know which season you are in and then tend to that season's work. 

I took my own advice and announced a new season for the Kane's and New Hope last 
Sunday. I will be retiring as your Pastor in July 2022. It will be 26+ years since Lee Ann 
and I arrived. We have shared life and walked with you in the sacred places of 
celebration and pain. It has been a privilege to do so. We have been blessed to be part of 
this season at New Hope and will always be grateful for our time together.  

There are always a lot of questions at times like this, so I invite you to a Pastor's Q&A 
after worship on Sunday, February 13. We won't answer them all, but we'll get the 
conversation started. There are a couple of questions that can be addressed here: 

• Health issues did not drive this decision. I recently mentioned a heart condition I 
faced a couple of years ago. Some have wondered if my or Lee Ann's health was a 
factor in the timing of this announcement. Happily, no; we are both looking 
forward to enjoying retirement in good health. 

• The recent vote on the property did not drive this decision. Some may wonder if 
the recent congregational vote to list the northwest corner property for sale was 
a factor. For the record, I support the congregation's decision to list the property 
for sale, but regardless of the outcome, my decision to retire would have been the 
same. I held off announcing retirement until after the vote to avoid confusion.  

 
I am not fond of long good-byes but believe in this case it is right to give plenty of 
advance notice as new officers are chosen, budgets are created, and plans are being 
made. We will have time for our farewells, but there is still plenty of good work to be 
done. I look forward to closing this season well, so we are both prepared for the next 
season in our journeys of faith. 
 
With Gratitude, 
 

  

Pastor Russ Kane   
  
 

Pastor Russ Kane 


